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Francesco 
Chiaravalloti
Tenured Assistant Professor of 
Cultural Policy and Management at 
the University of Amsterdam, Director 
of the BA in Cultural Studies, Co–
Chair of the research group Artistic 
Knowing, and Principal Investigator of 
the European project SPACEX (Spatial 
Practices in Art and ArChitecture for 
Empathetic EXchange). Member of 
P+ARTS  International Advisory Board.

Carmelo Ardito
Full Professor of Computer Science 
at the Polytechnic University of Bari, 
a specialist in Human-Computer 
Interaction, whose research on 
Human-Centred Artificial Intelligence 
focuses on ethical values and on the 
preservation of human agency. He is 
also a member of the Academy Press 
Scientific Committee P+ARTS Member.

Francesco Cattaneo
Researcher in Aesthetics at the 
University of Bologna, author and 
editor of studies on Nietzsche, 
Heidegger, and on the relationship 
between art and philosophy, 
including: Luogotenente del nulla; 
Heidegger, Nietzsche e la questione 
della singolarità; I sentieri di 
Zarathustra; La potenza del negativo. 
He is also a member of P+ARTS 
International Advisory Board.
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Mick Wilson
Artist, educator, and researcher based 
in Gothenburg and Dublin, Professor of 
Art, Director of Doctoral Studies, and Co-
Director of the Centre for Art and Political 
Imaginary at HDK-Valand, University of 
Gothenburg, with extensive international 
experience in higher arts education and 
research.

Azzurra Ragone
Associate Professor at the University of 
Bari “Aldo Moro.” Her research focuses 
on Trustworthy AI, AI for Software 
Engineering, and LLM-based Software 
Testing. She has held research positions 
at the Polytechnic of Bari, the University 
of Trento, the University of Michigan, and 
the University of Milan Bicocca. Beyond 
academia, she has worked in leadership 
and consulting roles for EY, Google, 
BurdaForward, and Exprivia.

Leonella Grasso 
Caprioli
Tenured Professor of Theory and 
Technique of Performing Arts at the 
Brescia Conservatoire, President of RAMI, 
Coordinator of the AFAM Doctorate in 
Performing disciplines: Arts, Sciences 
and Technologies, former Advisor to the 
Italian Ministry of Education, Universities 
and Research for the AFAM sector, and 
member of P+ARTS Academy Press 
Scientific Committee.

Vytautas 
Michelkevičius
Professor,  Senior Researcher, 
Head of the Doctoral Program in the 
Arts, and Head of the Department of 
Photography, Animation and Media Art at 
the Vilnius Academy of Arts, author of key 
volumes on artistic research, and curator 
of the Lithuanian Pavilion at the Venice 
Biennale (2015).
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Alice Plutino
Holds a PhD in Computer Science from 
the Università degli Studi di Milano (2021) 
and is currently a Postdoctoral Fellow 
at NABA (Nuova Accademia di Belle 
Arti). Previously an MSCA Postdoctoral 
Fellow at the University of Amsterdam 
with the project DREAM-Film, teaches 
Digital Film Restoration and Digital Media 
Conservation at the Centro Sperimentale 
di Cinematografia in Rome and at the 
Università degli Studi di Milano.

Claudia Mainardi
Co-founder of Fosbury Architecture, with 
whom she curated the Italian Pavilion at the 
18th Venice Architecture Biennale (2023). 
She holds a PhD from Politecnico di Milano 
within the TACK project (ETH Zurich) and 
is a researcher at the Free University of 
Bozen-Bolzano. She has collaborated with 
OMA/AMO, MVRDV, The Why Factory and 
Het Nieuwe Instituut, and is a National 
Organizing Member of HouseEurope!.

Alessandro 
Montefameglio
Research fellow in Aesthetics at the Free 
University of Bozen-Bolzano, as part of 
the PNRR P+ARTS project. He earned his 
PhD in Aesthetics from the University of 
Vita-Salute San Raffaele in Milan. He is a 
member of the Italian Society of Aesthetics 
(SIE), the Italian Society of Theoretical 
Philosophy (SIFiT), and serves on the 
editorial board of the journals Aisthesis and 
Bachelard Studies. 
Since 2021, he has been a member of the 
Diaporein research center (UniSR).

Sara Incao
Post Doc researcher at NABA Nuova 
Accademia di Belle Arti in Milan (Italy) and 
Visiting Scientist at the Italian Institute 
of Technology, she holds an International 
PhD in Bioengineering and Robotics. She 
received her Master’s degree in Philosophy 
at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore of 
Milan with a thesis concerning the relation 
between the aesthetic object and the 
spectator. Her research is currently focused 
on exploring the integration of AI tools in 
the creative sector, with particular attention 
to how they reshape artistic processes and 
human–machine collaboration.
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*ITALIAN HIGHER EDUCATION IN ART, MUSIC AND DANCE INSTITUTIONS

CHALLENGES FOR AFAM* INSTITUTIONS 
AND FUTURE SCENARIOS ON ARTISTIC 
RESEARCH IN ITALY

Roundtable 1 

Giuseppe Gaeta
MODERATOR
Italian cultural anthropologist and academic administrator, currently Director 
of the Accademia di Belle Arti di Napoli. With a background in sociology and 
a PhD in cultural anthropology, his research focuses on the intersections of 
art, labor, identity, and digital culture. He has taught Cultural Anthropology 
at several leading institutions, including the Accademia di Belle Arti di 
Brera in Milan and the Accademia di Belle Arti di Catania, and introduced 
the first course on Complex Societies within an Italian Academy of Fine 
Arts. He has coordinated national educational programs in the arts and 
held key institutional roles, such as Vice-President of CNAM and advisor to 
interministerial commissions. Author of numerous publications on artistic 
research and cultural theory, Gaeta is recognized for his contributions to 
advancing the dialogue between the arts and the social sciences.
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Antonio Felice 
Uricchio
President of the Governing Board 
of ANVUR since 2020, he is 
Full Professor of Tax Law at the 
University of Bari and served as 
Rector from 2013 to 2019. Author 
of numerous books and over 
250 articles, he has received an 
Honorary Doctorate and several 
international awards. He has 
co-directed leading journals, 
collaborated with ministries on 
fiscal policies and innovation, and 
since 2021 is also member of the 
Governing Board of AVEPRO.

Giovanna Cassese
Art historian and academic, 
since 2023 President of the 
National Council for the Arts and 
Music (CNAM). Full Professor of 
Contemporary Art History at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Naples, 
she has served as Director of the 
Naples Academy, Commissioner 
Director at the Academy of L’Aquila, 
President of ISIA Faenza and Rome 
and Extraordinary Commissioner 
of the National Academy of Dance. 
Her work focuses on governance, 
research and innovation within the 
AFAM system.

Enrico 
Montaperto
Director for Digital Transformation 
and Communication at the Ministry 
of Culture, he’s previously served as 
Director at the Directorate-General 
for Higher Education Systems and 
the Right to Study of the Italian 
Ministry of Universities and Research, 
where he was responsible for the 
development and implementation of 
policies concerning higher education 
and student support, contributing 
to the advancement of academic 
standards and access to education at 
a national level.

Michele Mazzola
Senior executive at the Italian 
Ministry of Universities and 
Research, currently Deputy General 
Director – Director of Office III – 
Internationalization of research. 
Since February 2022, he has 
overseen international research 
policies, coordinated bilateral and 
multilateral scientific collaborations, 
and managed strategic initiatives 
under Italy’s National Recovery and 
Resilience Plan (PNRR).

Andrea 
De Pasquale
General Director-Directorate-General 
for Digitalization and Communication 
at the Italian Ministry of Culture. 
PhD in the History of the Book 
from the cole Pratique des Hautes 
Études (Sorbonne), Paris, author 
of major publications and essays, 
he has headed the Directorate-
General for Education, Research and 
Cultural Institutes, and has served as 
Superintendent of the Central State 
Archives as well as Director of the 
National Central Library of Rome.
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RESEARCH, PRACTICE AND EXHIBITION: 
NOTES ON THE ITALIAN LANDSCAPE

Roundtable 2

Adriana Rispoli
MODERATOR
Ph.D, art historian and curator whose interests are mainly focused on art in 
public spaces, site-specific art project, and environmental issues. She has 
been curator at the Madre Museum and founder of Quartiere Intelligente 
in Naples and has curated exhibitions and interdisciplinary projects with 
numerous Italian and international institutions, including the Venice Biennale. 
She is currently curator a Palazzo Diedo Berggruen Arts & Culture in Venice.
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Eva Fabbris
Curator and art historian, since 2023 
she has served as Director of the 
Madre Museum in Naples. 
From 2016 to 2023 she was part 
of the Curatorial and Research 
Department at Fondazione Prada, 
after previous experiences at 
Galleria Civica di Trento (2009) and 
Museion, Bolzano (2008–09), and she 
holds a PhD in Humanities from the 
University of Trento.

Giuseppe Morra
Italian art patron, curator, and 
cultural promoter. Founder of 
Studio Morra (1974) and of the 
Fondazione Morra, dedicated 
to contemporary art and visual 
communication.
Among the first in Italy to support 
artists of Viennese Actionism 
and Body Art, including Hermann 
Nitsch and Marina Abramović.

Maurizio Morra 
Greco
Art collector and cultural 
entrepreneur, he founded Fondazione 
Morra Greco in Naples in 2003, 
housed in the historic Palazzo 
Caracciolo di Avellino and dedicated 
to contemporary art. 
His collection foregrounds 
international artists and supports 
experimentation, reflecting his belief 
that art must embody the spirit of its 
time and the vitality of Naples.

Nadia Nigris
Since 2000, she has worked for the 
Accademia Teatro alla Scala, where 
she has held the position of Deputy 
General Manager since 2006. 
She is coordinator of the curriculum 
for all Academy courses (beginner, 
advanced, distance/e-learning) and 
plays an important role in decision 
making for didactics (research 
and development of teaching 
methodologies and pedagogical 
approaches).

Giuseppe Teofilo
Italian contemporary artist whose 
work bridges Mediterranean 
traditions and classical culture 
through drawing and sculpture. 
Winner of the Giovanni and Marella 
Agnelli Prize (2007), co-founder of Ex 
Chiesetta (2012), and author of Super 
– Pino Pascali è il sogno americano
(Skira, 2016). 
Since 2022, Artistic Director of the 
Fondazione Pino Pascali – Museo 
d’Arte Contemporanea. His works are 
featured in major collections in Italy 
and abroad.

Olga Scotto di 
Vettimo
Art historian and Professor of 
Multimedia Arts Theory at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Naples, she 
coordinates the Art, Music, Science, 
Territory and Community curriculum 
of the AFAM PhD of National Interest. 
She is responsible for the Archive of 
the Academy and deputy director of 
the scientific journal Zeusi. 
She curates exhibitions, public and 
editorial programs, and writes for 
Treccani and Il Giornale dell’Arte.
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PERSPECTIVES ON ARTISTIC RESEARCH

Roundtable 3

Elisa Poli
MODERATOR
NABA Research Programme Leader and P+ARTS Scientific Coordinator.
Professor Poli directed the Master in Urban and Architectural Design at 
Domus Academy (2014–2021). She holds a PhD jointly awarded by Université 
Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and Facoltà di Architettura di Firenze. 
Her writings have appeared in leading architectural journals, including 
Domus, Icon Design, Abitare, and Arch’it. Since 2010, she has lectured 
internationally at universities and cultural institutions such as METU Ankara, 
the Faculty of Architecture in Antwerp, the March Architecture School in 
Moscow, Stroganov Academy, Saint Petersburg State University, NewSchool 
of Architecture & Design in San Diego, the Venice Biennale, Triennale di 
Milano, Buenos Aires Design Week, Western Caspian University, Bangkok 
Design Week, and Hochschule Mainz.
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Gina Annunziata
PhD in Visual Studies (Università 
di Siena – SUM Firenze). Film 
History Professor at the Academy 
of Fine Arts of Naples (ABANA), 
where she coordinates the School 
of Cinema, Photography and 
Audiovisual Arts and is Scientific 
Coordinator for ABANA in the 
P+ARTS project. Curator and 
scholar, she collaborates with 
national and international festivals 
and is a member of the Consulta 
Universitaria del Cinema (CUC).

Franco Ripa di 
Meana
Director, librettist, and professor. 
He has staged productions in major 
Italian and European theatres, 
collaborating with leading directors 
such as Ronconi and Vick. Founder of 
the company Operaoggi, he authored 
the libretto for Il tempo sospeso del 
volo (dedicated to Giovanni Falcone). 
He teaches Directing at the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Rome, where he 
coordinates international research 
projects including EU4ART_ and 
EAR – Enacting Artistic Research, 
funded by Horizon 2020 and Next 
Generation EU.

Beatrice Peria
Scientific Coordinator of the 
project EAR – Enacting Artistic 
Research and WP1 Coordinator. 
Art historian, she has published 
on Venetian iconography, the 
word–image relationship, 19th-
century painting, and the artist’s 
book. Professor of Art History and 
Head of International Relations 
at the Rome Academy of Fine 
Arts, she also serves as Expert 
Evaluator for ANVUR and has been 
active in European projects such 
as EU4ART and Horizon2020 – 
Differences. Her latest book is 
La prospettiva invisibile (2022).

Andrea Giomi
Electronic musician, multimedia 
artist, and researcher. His work 
investigates the expressive potential 
of interactive systems across sound, 
movement, and image, integrating 
motion-sensing technologies and 
somatic practices. Professor of 
Interaction Design at the Albertina 
Academy of Fine Arts in Turin, where 
he also coordinates the PhD program 
in New Media and Critico-Curatorial 
Practices of Contemporary Creation.

Irene Biolchini
She teaches History and 
Methodology of Art Criticism at 
the Accademia Albertina in Turin 
and is a member of the doctoral 
board in New Media and Critical-
Curatorial Practices. She has curated 
international projects such as Miquel 
Barceló (MIC, Faenza, 2019), White 
Memory (Valletta 2018), and the 
Italian Guest Pavilion at the Korean 
International Ceramic Biennale 
(2017). Her publications include VIVA. 
Ceramica arte libera (2021).

Domenico 
Quaranta
Art critic, curator, and educator 
focused on the impact of digital 
technologies on art. Professor and 
Director of the School of Art and New 
Technologies at the Accademia di 
Belle Arti di Brera, Milan. Author of 
Beyond New Media Art and Surfing 
with Satoshi, and co-founder of the 
Link Art Center (2011–2019).
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ARTISTIC HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
AND DOCTORAL RESEARCH

Roundtable 4

Vincenzo Estremo
MODERATOR
Vincenzo Estremo holds an international PhD in media, cinema, and 
communication studies from the University of Udine and Kunstuniversität 
Linz. Currently he is PhD Course Leader at NABA (Milan).
Estremo teaches on exhibited cinema, aesthetics, and phenomenology and 
is a contributor to publications like Flash Art and Che fare? Noteworthy co-
edited publications include Extended Temporalities: Transient Visions in the 
Museum and in Art (2016) and Albert Serra: Cinema, Arte e Performance (2018) 
Cronofagia e Media (2024). Additionally, Estremo authored Teoria del Lavoro 
Reputazionale (2020); Indistinzione (2023) and Variante digitale (2024).
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Alessandra 
Troncone
Art historian and curator, she is 
Professor of Art History at the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Naples and 
curator of the 18th Quadriennale 
d’Arte in Rome. Since 2018, she 
has served as Artistic Co-Director 
of Underneath the Arches, a 
contemporary art program at the 
Augustan Aqueduct in Naples. Her 
projects include exhibitions in major 
Italian and international institutions, 
alongside numerous publications in 
journals, books, and catalogues.

Claudia D’Alonzo
PhD, is curator, writer, and scholar. 
Her work focuses on contemporary 
art, technologies, and the poetics 
of the body, approached through 
ecological and transfeminist 
perspectives. She is a professor 
at the School of Art and New 
Technologies, Accademia di Belle 
Arti Brera, Milan. She is also a 
member of the PhD program in 
New Media and Critical-Curatorial 
Practices of Contemporary Creation 
at the  Accademia Albertina, Turin, 
and of the PhD program in Research
and Digital Transition in Museums 
and Art Gallerie.

Leonella Grasso 
Caprioli
Tenured Professor of Theory and 
Technique of Performing Arts 
at the Brescia Conservatoire, 
President of RAMI, Coordinator of 
the AFAM Doctorate in Performing 
disciplines: arts, sciences and 
technologies, former Advisor to 
the Italian Ministry of Education, 
Universities and Research for 
the AFAM sector, and member 
of the Academy Press Scientific 
Committee P+ARTS.

Fabrizio Festa
Composer, conductor, and researcher 
with a background in philosophy 
and quantum mechanics. His work 
encompasses opera, symphonic 
music, jazz, film, and theatre. 
Professor at the Conservatorio 
di Matera (CONSMT), where he 
is Didactic Coordinator of the 
PhD programme and Scientific 
Coordinator for CONSMT in the 
P+ARTS project. His research 
focuses on computational sonology, 
sound topology, and AI in music. 
Author and long-time music critic, 
member of AIMI, SIMC, Il Saggiatore 
Musicale, and Athena Musica.

Giovanna Caimmi
Independent artist and Professor 
of Drawing at the Accademia di 
Belle Arti in Bologna, where she 
previously served as Coordinator 
of Painting (2020–22). She earned 
her PhD in Visual Art at PXL/
MAD University College in Hasselt 
(2025), where she is part of the 
Frame Research Group. 
Her work has been presented 
in numerous solo and group 
exhibitions in Italy and abroad, 
including recent shows in Bologna, 
Hasselt, Xi’an, and Nantong.


